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S. Misc. Doc. No. 36, 50th Cong., 1st Sess. (1888)
COrH CoxGRESS, I 
1st Session. f 
SENATE. 5 :\Irs. Doc .. 
~ No. 36. 
IN THE SE~ATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
JAXV AHY ;2:3, 1888.-0rtleretl toLe printed. 
:Mr. :MrrcHELL submitted tile following 
RESOijUTION: 
vVbereas it is alleged that the present area of the Camr D'Alene 
Indian He:::;ervation, in the Territory of Idaho, embraces 480,000 acres of 
laud; that there are, according to the statistics in the Indian Bureau, only 
about 416 Indians in the triLe now occnp:yiug snell reservation, or more 
thanl,OOO ncreR to each mat!., woman, aud child; that LakeCceur D'Alene, 
all the navigable waterR of Cceur D'Alene River, and about 20 miles of 
the navigable part of Saint Joseph Hiver, and part of Saint Mary's, 
a navigable tributary of the Saiut Joseph, are embraced within this 
reservatiou, except a :::;hore-line of about 31miles at the north end of 
the Jake, it being alleged that this lake and its rivers tributary con-
stitute the most important highwa;ys of commerce in the Territory of 
Idaho, and are in fact the only navigable waters, except Snake River, 
now used for steam-boat navigation in tlle Territory; that allf)boats uow 
entering such waters are subject to the laws governing the Indian 
country and all persons going on such lake or waters within the reser-
vation lines are trespassers; and . 
Whereas it is furthE>r alleged that the Indians now on such reserva-
tion are located in the extreme southwest corner of the same around 
De Smedt Mission, near the town of Farmington, in Washington Terri-
tory, where the land is good for agriculture; and it being lurther al-
leged that all that part of such reservation lying between Lake Coour 
D'Alene and Cceur D'Alene River and that part between the Cceur-
D'Alene River and Saint Joseph River is a territory rich in the precious. 
metals and at the same time being of no real use or benefit to the In-
dians : Therefore, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,. 
directed to inform tile Senate as to the extent of the present area and 
boundaries of the Cceur d'Alene Inuian Reservation in the Territory of 
Idaho; whether such area iucludes any portion, and if so, about how 
much of the IlaYig-a ble waters of Lake Cceur d'Alene, and. of Cceur 
d'Alene and 8t. Joseph Rivers; about what proportion of said. reservation 
is agricultural, grazing, and mineral land respectively; also the num-
ber of Indians occupying such reservation; also on what portion of such 
reservation the Indians now thereon are located; also whether, in the 
opinion of the Secretary, it is advisable to throw any portion of such 
resen'ation open to occupation and settlement under the mineral laws 
of the U uited States, and, if so, precisely what portion; and also whether 
it is advisable to release any of the navigable waters aforesaidJrom the 
limits of such reservation. 
